
Docket No. 0512-1291 
Appln, No. 10/543,128 



APPENDIX : 

The Appendix includes the following item{s) : 
^ - copy of Preliminary Amendment filed July 22, 2005 and 
USPTO filing receipt card 
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Docket No. 0512-1291 



PATENT 



In re application of 



Nicholas PEGORIER et al . 



Conf . 



Application No. NEW NATIONAL PHASE 



Group 



Filed July 22, 2005 



Examiner 



PIECE OF EQUIPMENT COMPRISING A RIGID SUPPORT FRAME AND A 
FLEXIBLE LINING AND VEHICLE COMPRISING ONE SUCH PIECE OF 
EQUIPMENT 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

PIECE OF EQUIPMENT COMPRISING A RIGID SUPPORT FRAME AND A 
FLEXIBLE LINING AND VEHICLE COMPRISING ONE SUCH PIECE OF 
EQUIPMENT 



respectfully submitted in connection with the above-identified 
application . 



PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Sir: 



The following preliminary amendments and remarks are 



Amendments to the Specification begin on page 2 of this 



paper . 



Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing 



of claims which begin on page 3 of this paper. 



Remarks begin on page 5 of this paper. 



An J^pendix is attached following the signature page of 



this paper. 
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Docket No. 0512-1291 

AMENDMENTS TO THE SPECIFICATION : 

Please cancel the originally-filed Abstract of the 
Disclosure, and add the accompanying new Abstract of the 
Disclosure which appears on a separate sheet in the Appendix. 
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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior 
versions, and listings of claims in the application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS : 

1. (original) An itega of equipment (1) for a motor vehicle, of the 
type comprising a rigid supporting reinforcement (5) and a 
flexible padding" (7) covering the outer face (9) of the supporting 
reinforcement, the padding having an outer covering skin (17), 
wherein the padding has projections (19, 27) that are made in one 
piece with the outer skin (17) and that rest on the outer face (9) 
of the supporting reinforcement (5), and wherein the projections 
(19, 27) delimit between them deforming spaces (21) of the padding 
to give it its flexibility. 

2. (original) The item of equipment as claimed in claim 1, wherein 
it includes means (31, 33, 35, 37) for attaching the padding (7) 
onto the supporting reinforcement (5) . 

3. (original) The item of equipment as claimed in claim 2, wherein 
the means of attachment comprise snap-on devices (31, 33, 35, 37) . 

4. (currently amended) The item of equipment as claimed in any one 
— tfee — proGcding — claimo claim 1, wherein a housing (15) for 

accommodating a movable device (17) is provided in the supporting 
reinforcement (5) . 

5. (original) The item of equipment as claimed in claim 4, wherein 
a movable device (17) for controlling an accessory of the motor 
vehicle is accommodated in the housing (15) . 
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6. (original) The item of equipment as claimed in claim 5, wherein 
at least one projection (27) of the padding (7) rests on the 
control device (17), and wherein said projection (27) is separated 
from the projections (19) of the padding (7) that rest on the 
supporting reinforcement (5) around the housing (15) . 

7. (currently amended) The item of equipment as claimed in any one 
of the preceding claimo claim 1, wherein the projections are ribs 
(19, 27) and whejrein the deforming spaces are cells (21) delimited 
between the ribs (19, 27) . 

8. (currently amended) The item of equipment as claimed in any one 
of the proGcding claimo claim 1, wherein it includes means (39) 
for putting the spaces (21) into communication with each other 
and/or with the outside atmosphere. 

9. (currently amended) The item of equipment as claimed in any one 
e# — the — preceding — claimo claim 1, wherein it constitutes a 
dashboard of a motor vehicle. 

10. (currently amended) A motor vehicle having an item of equipment 
(1), Trfherein the item of equipment is an item according to one of 
the proGoding claimo claim 1 . 
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REMARKS 

Claims 1-10 remain in this application. 

Entry of the above amendments is earnestly solicited , 
An early and favorable first action on the merits is earnestly 
requested . 

Should there be any matters that need to be resolved in 
the present application, the Examiner is respectfully requested 
to contact the undersigned at the telephone number listed below. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized in this, 
concurrent, and future replies, to charge payment or credit any 
overpayment to Deposit Account No. 25-0120 for any additional 
fees required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.16 or under 37 C.F.R. § 1.17. 

Respectfully submitted. 



YOUNG & THOMPSON 



Benoit Castel, Reg. No. 35,041 
745 South 23^"^ Street 
Arlington, VA 22202 
Telephone (703) 521-2297 
Telefax (703) 685-0573 
(703) 979-4709 

BC/yr 
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APPENDIX : 

The Appendix includes the following item(s) : 
^ - a new or amended Abstract of the Disclosure 

□ - a Replacement Sheet for Figure of the drawings 

□ - a Substitute Specification and a marked-up copy of the 
originally- filed specification 

n - a terminal disclaimer 

□ - a 37 CFR 1/132 Declaration 

□ - a verified English translation of foreign priority 
document 
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A piece of equipment includes a rigid support frame (5) and a 
flexible lining (7) which covers the outer face (9) of the 
support frame, the lining includes an outer covering (17) . The 
lining hass protrusions (19, 27) which project out from the outer 
covering (17) and which rest on the outer face (9) of the support 
frame (5) . Accprding to the invention, spaces (21) for the 
deformation of the lining are defined between the protrusions, 
thereby making the lining flexible. The invention can be used, 
for example, to produce instrument panels. 



